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In the two days prior to the Central American summit meeting which began Jan. 15 in San Jose,
Costa Rica, officials from El Salvador, Honduras and Costa Rica accused Nicaragua of the highest
degree of failure to comply with the peace accords. Nicaragua was charged with continuing to aid
the Salvadoran rebels, failure to lift a state of siege, failure to offer more complete press freedoms,
not applying a broader political amnesty, and not holding more negotiations with the contra leaders.
Meanwhile, Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega accused the US of trying to scuttle the peace
accord to obtain more contra aid, and said he was willing to take further steps to fulfill the treaty
if aid to the contras was permanently terminated. He pointed out that termination of such aid is
called for in the treaty. At a press conference on Jan. 14, Salvadoran President Jose Napoleon Duarte
said that only the Central American presidents have the authority to judge the peace treaty. He
blasted the International Verification Commission established under the plan, and said he would
oppose extending deadlines for fulfilling the pact. Next, he said that the Nicaraguan contras had
previously operated out of El Salvador, but that he had shut down all their operations since the
peace accord was signed. Duarte asserted that his government had fully complied with the treaty
and then accused President Ortega of continuing to support Salvadoran rebels and of failing to
offer full political liberties in Nicaragua. According to a presidential spokesperson, Duarte met
on the evening of Jan. 13 with two contra leaders, then with US envoy Morris Busby. On Jan.
14, he convened with five US congresspersons. Ortega declined to reply to Duarte's attack, but
said that if he wanted to find grounds to criticize other presidents, he could do so. He mentioned
the killings of a leading human rights advocate in El Salvador in October and another human
rights campaigner, Miguel Angel Pavon, who was killed in Honduras on Jan. 14, as examples
of non-compliance with the treaty's provisions on respect for human rights ("democratization"
measures). Ortega reiterated his reason for refusing to meet directly with contra leaders, stating
that Managua wanted negotiations with the US, the "creator of the contras." According to the
New York Times (01/16/88), some Costa Rican officials criticized this argument, saying that by this
reasoning, Nicaragua, Cuba and the Soviet Union could be considered the main planners behind
the Salvadoran war because of their support and training for the rebels. [Ed. note: There is little
or no evidence of significant on-going support for the Salvadoran rebels from these three nations.
Suffice it to say that the combined occasional support of all three would not equal even a fraction
of US aid to the Nicaraguan contras.] During a brief television interview on the evening of Jan. 14,
Duarte again criticized the international commission. The government was reportedly outraged
when the commission gave the official delegation only 10 minutes to lay out its point of view, while
spending more than 12 hours listening to opposition groups. Later, the commission said it had cut
the government's presentation short because it had ample written material from the same, but had
not heard from the Salvadoran opposition. At a Jan. 14 news conference in San Jose, Costa Rican
President Oscar Arias blamed a lack of "political will, tolerance and flexibility" for failure to end
guerrilla wars in El Salvador, Nicaragua and Guatemala. He said that his immediate objectives at the
weekend summit would be to revitalize cease-fire talks in the three countries, and to obtain further
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steps toward "democratization" from the Nicaraguan government. "I believe that we all realize that
the alternative to the peace plan in Central America if we fail is the continuation of war. This is the
last opportunity if we want to comply, because there are many people interested in burying this plan
so that war will be the only option." Later, Arias added: "If we had complied already, there would be
no more war in the region and the superpowers would not be thinking of more aid to the rebels. In a
way it has been our fault. There hasn't been the political will to comply. We have found excuses not
to comply. If Nicaragua had complied...no one would be thinking of more aid to the contras." (Basic
data from New York Times, 01/16/88; Washington Post, 01/15/88)
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